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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2007 . . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-112 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/762,762 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1755 . . 

I fa fa 
A 

The applicants' election of Group I, claims 1-43 (and now also new claims 1 07- 
113) with traverse is respectfully acknowledged. The examiner will respond to the 
applicants' arguments from the restriction upon completion of this election of species 
requirement. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: The species are sacrificial agent selected from the group consisting of: 

1) aromatic compounds of ether sulfonate, carboxylate or amino functional 
groups or combination of said group, glycols, gycol derivates having molecular weights 
of 2000 Da or less, and combinations thereof. 

Should applicants select 1) above they must also select a specific sacrificial 
agent (or specific combination) from the Markush species of claims 5 and 16. 

2) alcohols, diols, polyols, ethers, esters, carboxylic acids, carboxylic acid 
derivatives, aromatic sulfonates, amines, alcoholamines, amides, ammonium salts, and 
polyglycols. 

Should applicants select 2) above they must also select a specific sacrificial 
agent from claims 5,12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 32. 

The species are independent or distinct because each are mutually exclusive of 
one another and not obvious variants as sacrificial agents. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claim 1 is generic. Applicants must elect a 
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singles specific species or combination of species as set forth above to be fully 
responsive with this election requirement. 



of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Marcantoni whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1373. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). >? y 
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